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Synopsis

The Australian Bushrangers series by historical researcher, Jane Smith, details the colourful lives of
six of AustraliaA¢a —-4,¢s most famous bushrangers: Captain Thunderbolt, Captain Moonlite, Frank
Gardiner, Ben Hall, and the two men known as A¢a —EceCaptain StarlightA¢a -4,¢. These simply
written and entertaining books are beautifully presented and historically accurate. Full of interesting
facts and dangerous exploits, and including lots of newspaper clippings,images and primary
sources, these books will appeal to younger readers, and in fact anyone interested in Australian
Colonial history.Ben HallBen Hall, sometimes referred to as the A¢a -A“gentleman

bushrangerA¢a —Ae, was the son of poor ex-convicts. His early adult life held promise though; he
was hard-working and well respected. He had a family and a partnership in his own cattle station.
Then a series of misfortunes befell Hall and his path crossed that of the notorious bushranger Frank
Gardiner. Influenced by Gardiner and his gang, Ben Hall entered into a life of crime. During his three
years as a bushranger, Hall and his gang committed hundreds of robberies, many of which were
violent. For a time, however, Hall had the support of the public, who respected his daring and
courage and admired him for outwitting the police. This book tells the story of BenA¢a -a,¢s life, his

notorious exploits as a bushranger and the events that lead to his ultimate betrayal and death.
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Customer Reviews

This is a well written book on the life of Ben Hall one of the most notorious bushrangers in
Australian history. He comes 20 years before Ned Kelly and this simply told story tells it as it was.
Comes with illustrations and photographs it is a good introduction to bushrangers and their life
during the early 1860s.The author takes us into the background of Ben Hall and of the era, how
police were viewed less than sympathetically and why. If this book on Ben Hall is any guide to the
others in the series then this is a great educational tool. Neither glamourises nor demonises it allows

the reader to make up their own mind.
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